Cerreta named president of nation’s
professional society for minerals,
metals, and materials scientists and
engineers
April 20, 2021
LOS ALAMOS, N.M., April 20, 2021—Ellen Cerreta, the Los Alamos National
Laboratory’s division leader for Materials Science and Technology, has been named
president of The Minerals, Metals, & Materials Society (TMS), a professional society for
scientists and engineers in those fields.
“TMS aspires to be the professional society where global materials, science, and
engineering practitioners come together to scope the future of materials engineering
and technology,” said Cerreta. “As such, I am honored to have been selected by the
membership of this society to serve as president.”
The Minerals, Metals, & Materials Society connects minerals, metals, and materials
scientists and engineers who work in industry, academia, and government positions
around the world. They create networking, publication, and professional development
opportunities by convening international conferences, publishing books and journals,
administering awards, conducting short courses and training, and bringing together
the professional community to address issues of common concern. They also provide
leadership in the professional licensing of engineers and in the accreditation of
university programs in metallurgical, materials, and similarly named engineering
programs. TMS currently supports nearly 14,000 professional and student members on
six continents.
Cerreta had previously served as vice president of TMS, and she has been on the
organization’s board of directors twice and a member of various committees since
joining TMS in 1997.
The Materials Science and Technology division at Los Alamos, under Cerreta’s
leadership, provides innovative and agile materials science and technology solutions
for national security missions. By integrating the division’s capabilities across
materials synthesis, processing, properties, and performance, she supports research,
development, and component manufacturing as well as the application of fundamental
materials expertise to a range of national security needs, including nuclear energy,
nonproliferation, and global threat reduction.
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Cerreta has previously served as the deputy division leader for Explosive Science
and Shock Physics, and as the program manager for High Explosives Safety at Los
Alamos.
Cerreta received her B.S. degree in aerospace engineering from the University of
Virginia and her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in materials science and engineering from
Carnegie Mellon University. She has been at Los Alamos since 2001 and her own
research focuses on the relationship between microstructure and dynamic materials
properties. At Los Alamos, she has led a number of projects to investigate dynamic
materials performance and provide insight toward advanced predictive capabilities for
strength and damage in extreme environments.
She has more than 100 peer-reviewed publications in this area of research and is
also an adjunct faculty member in The Institute of Shock Physics at Washington
State University and was inducted into the 2016 ASM Fellows Class.
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